INTRODUCTION
It is tikta, katu, Sheeta (Sheetaveerya), kashaya, laghu, and purgative; beneficial in deranged kapha, cough, vertigo, dyspnea, piles and worms. Our ancient rishis gave described various medicinal properties of the herb. An Attempt as, therefore, been made to study beneficial effects of tee b on human system and review the chemistry of shami or khijada and establish relationship between medicinal properties and chemistry of the plant.
Habitat
Shami or khijda is found in dry and arid regions of India 
BOTONY
Shami is small to moderate-sized tree (see 
Phytochemistry
Kidwai and zaman have reported patulitrin, a glucoside of patuletin isolated form flowers. (5) Bhatt and manzoor have reported sitosterol (6) . Their constitutions as 6-methox-7-hydroxy -3, 4-methalenedioxy (I) and 2',4-diydroxy -5'-methoxy-3,4-methaylenedioxy -chalkone (II) (13) . (see chart IV).
Jain & Sharma have reported a new flavone prosogerin E (II) characterized as 6,7 dihydrixy-3', 4'5'-trimethoxyflavone along with gallic acid, patuletin Iutolin, patulitrin and rutin form seeds (14) . (see chart V).
Jain & Malhotra have reported prosogerins D and E (8,11) (12,14) isolated form seeds together with isomers:
Isoprosoger im -D and E (see chart IV,V)
Brown and paterne have reported synteses of spicigerine (15) .
PHARMACOLOGY/USES:
An alkaloidn mixture (1mg/kg) given to dogs caused decrease in blood pressure and immediate mortality.
Extensive damage to liver spleen, kidney, lung and heart was observed on histological examination of mice given the alkaloid mixture (16) .
Powder mixed with sugar is given to pregnant women as a safeguard against miscarriage (17) .
Pod is astringent, demulcent and pectoral.
Bark is efficacious in rheumatism. It is reported during the severe famine of Rajputana in 1898-69, many lives were saved by the use of bark as a source of food.
Root is antidysenteric
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